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©ÁU‡‡‡‡‡‡‡L�Ë h‡‡‡‡‡L�® vD‡‡‡‡�u�« W‡‡‡‡IDM*«
Governorate of Homs: The largest in area in Syria,because it includes
the Syrian Badia (desert):
The city: 162 km north of Damascus, birth place of emperor Caracalla and Julia
Dumna, wife of Emperor Severus. In this city Aureleans defeated the Palmyran
army 272 AD. Homs was conquered by the Arabs in 636. The most important his-
torical sites in Homs are the Church of ST. Elian the Miraculous, Church of
Ummelzunnar,  (the belt), al Nouri Mosque built over the temple of sun, Mosque of
Khaled Ibn al Walid, and the remains of Roman, Byzantine and Arab fortifications
Al Mesherfeh: There we can find the temple of Goddess Nin Ekal, stone
Sumerian obelisk 2200 BC, and cuneiform tablets.
Tall Nebi Mend: The site of the battle of Qadesh between the armies of
Ramses 2 and the Hittites 1286 B.C.
Qattina Lake: Lake of a dame built in the second millennium BC.In the
middle of the lake there is a small island named Tall al Tin surrounded by
a Hittite wall. There was a Sumerian temple in the island.
Qala’at al Hosn: Crac des Chevaliers: 60 km from Homs. It is one of
the  most famous castles of the Crusades. Saladin besieged it after the
battle of Hittin, but it fell only to al Zaher Baibars 1271 AD.
Monastery of St. George (al Humairaa): Built in the fifth century by a
group of hermits. The monastery has a copy of the treaty of peace signed
by the prophet Mohammad. Near the monastery there is a water source
called Naba’al Fawar.

Central Region (Homs & Hama)
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Palmyra: 235 km north east of Damascus and 165 km east of Homs .
Once it was inhabited by the Canaanites who introduced the worship of
God Bel into the city. Then followed the Aramites, and the Romans. It
was given the name Palmyra, because it always had a large number of
palm trees. Palmyra was a main station on the Silk Road ( between China
and Europe ). During the time of Odenathus and his wife Queen Zenoubia
who was defeated by the Roman emperor Aurelians in 275 AD,Palmyra
extended its political authority to Jordan and Mesopotamia. In 633
Palmyra fell to Khalid Ibn al Walid. Today it is a world tourist attraction
due to the many historical sites it has:
Temples:
Temple of Bel: built in the 1st. century .
Temple of Ba’al Shamin: built 130 AD.
Temple of Nabu son of God Murdoch.
The Colonnade: 1100 m long with 375 columns on each side. It starts
with the arch of Triumph.

The Amphitheater.
The Tombs: Tower tombs, family tombs and basement tombs.
The Museum: opened in 1956 with many  finds and a museum of peo-
ples and Bedouin traditions.
Afqa Source:A sulfurous water source. It springs from a cave and is al-
ways  40 c. It used to irrigate the Palmyran oasis. Now it is about to dry up.
Qalaa’t Ibn Ma’an: Restored in the 16th century. It looks at Palmyra
and is surrounded by a moat.
Qasr al Heir al Gharbi: 80 km from Palmyra, built during the rule of Hisham
Ibn Abdul Malik. a bath, a khan  and a  fountain still standing around  till now.
Qasr al Heir al - Sharqi: 120 km from Palmyra west of the village of al
Tayba. Built during the rule of Hisham Ibn Abdul Malik.

Governorate of Hama:
The city: It is said that it dates to the 4th millennium BC.It is distin-
guished by:
The Norias: Syrian wooden norias ( huge water wheels up to 20 min
diameter), were built to supply water to places near the Orontes river.They
were originated in the 5th century AD. Sixteen of which still in operation.
Al-Mohammadiya is the largest noria in Hama.
Tomb of Abil Fidaa: is in the  Mosque of al Hayyat.Abil Fidaa was a
geographer and historian,ruled Hama from 1310 to 1331 AD.
The Great Mosque with the tombs of two caliphs: al Mansour and al Mudhaffar.
Al Azem Palace: Built by Asa’ad Pasha al Azem in 1740 and looks at
the river Orontes. Today it houses the Museum of Hama.
Al Nouri Mosque: Built in the twelfth century by Noureddin Zanki.
Other Monuments: Dome of al Hasanein - Khan Asa’ad Pasha. Khan
Rustom Pasha, the wall, the gates and the souks.

The most important historical sites in Hama:
Qalaa’t Sheizar: 30 km from Hama. It has a church, a palace and bar-
racks, built by Justinian 561 - 564 AD.
Ruins of Deir Soleib, Asoria Palace and Qalaa’t Missiyaf.
Apamea: Built before Alexander the Great, flourished during the rule of
Selucus. It has a wall, columns, and a theater. It was occupied by Sultan
Noureddin 1139. Earthquakes destroyed most of the city.
Qalaa’t Mudiq: 2 km from Apamea with Arab and Hellenistic inscriptions.
Salamiyyah: It has an ancient bath house, Qalaa’t Shmainis, mausoleum of Imam Ismael
in a mosque of the same name with 7 niches (Mehrabs) The city has a 45 km Roman Canal.
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