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Governorate of Deir Ezzor: Cradle of the ancient man in Bakres and an-
cient history in Mari. The Sumerians settled it in the fourth Millennium B.C.
to extend their rule to the city of Mari which was later conquered by the
Accadian king Sargon 2400 BC.
Tall Bakres: dates back to the period of 6400 - 5900 B.C. It has ten layers of
housing settlements.
Al Rahba: 2 km south of the village of Mayadin, built by Nimrod son of
Kush in the second Millennium BC. Later the Abbasids rebuilt the city and
Noureddin Zanki fortified it  in the 12th century. The Mongols passed through
it in the 13th and 14th centuries . Its remains are impressively poised from
afar. Some glorious sweeping views can be seen across the desert from its
ramparts.
Tarqa: 60 km from Deir Ezzor built in the third Millennium B.C. A statue of
the Assyrian King Ninuta was found in it with a temple for Ishtar and some
clay boards.
Qarqesia:(Basira), 23 km east of Deir Ezzor. It was built by  Seleucus Nicator
in 320 - 280 BC as an advanced garrison to protect Palmyra.It was destroyed
by the Sassanian Persians 256 A.D. It has the ruins of a camp with many
towers and a wall. A winged oxen statue was found in Qarqesia and was
moved to Deir Ezzor museum.
Dura Europos: 93 km east of Deir Ezzor. Dura Europos was built around
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320 - 280 BC by the Seleucus Nicator I. In 256 the Sassanian Persians cap-
tured the town and destroyed it completely. Many Palmyran temples, an
agora and baths were discovered in it.
Mari (Tall al Hariri): 123 km east of Deir Ezzor, was established by the
Sumerians between the fourth and the second Millennium BC to be sacked
later by the Babylonians in 1759 BC.It has the remains of a complete  quar-
ter of temples and the Royal palace  ( 300 rooms ). The state archives which
consist of 2500 clay tablets detailing the accounts of the Royal Palace and
administrative records of the kingdom were found in the place, including a
statue of the singer Urnina, “ Goddess of the Source “  .
Halabiye and Zalebiye:Built in 900 B.C 48 km north west of Deir Ezzor.
They lie on opposite banks of the Euphrates. They were settled by the
Assyrians.  The Palmyrans ruled the two cities for a long time, but the Mon-
gols destroyed them when they invaded the region. Halabiye has a three
walled fence, a citadel, and the ruins of houses and churches. In Zalabiye
there is an Assyrian military harbor.
Tall al Muraibet: A 9500 years old village where man had built the first
roofed shelter.
Tall Sheikh Hamad: 68 km north east of Deir Ezzor. It was called Dor
Katlimo the Assyrian. It has the ruins of a castle, mud  houses with colored
frescoes, cuneiform tablets and stone statues.
Al Dalia: dates back to the fifth millennium BC. It is located between al
Rahba and A’ana. Coins were struck in al Dalia.

Governorate of al-Raqqa:
Founded in Hellenistic times, possibly by Alexander the Great himself. al
Raqqa flourished in the Byzantine era an became an important fortress on
the front line with  the Persian empire. In 772 the Abbasid Caliph Al Mansour
completely rebuilt the town endowing it with the horseshoe - shaped walls
once lined with a hundred towers that survive in part today. the caliphs Haroun
al Rashid and Mu’tassem built summer palaces in the town which was known
as al Rafiqa.Most important parts in al Raqqa are:
Al Rafiqa wall: a horseshoe shaped fence built to protect the town in case it
is besieged, especially the Palace of the Maidens ( Qasr el Banat) a 9th cen-
tury residence with 4 iwans and a fountain.
Ja’bar Castle: Perched on a promontory above Lake Asad,50 km from al Raqqa
and 20 km from the body of the Euphrates Dam. The first records  of the castle
date from 1087, but when it fell to the Seleucid Sultan Malak Shah son of alb
Arslan, it was surrounded by massive
outdoor defensive walls.Inside the cas-
tle, many Byzantine cemeteries dug in
stone can be found. To reach the castle
you can follow a paved road that passes
over the Euphrates dam. Inside there is a
good restaurant and a cafeteria.
Al Rasafa: 177 km from Palmyra and
61 km from al Raqqa.The Assyrians
called it Recif, then it took the name of
Sergiopolis. Rasafa has the remains of
two churches, a basilica and many cel-
lars which were used, in a later time,  as
grain silos and water cisterns. During
the rule of al Zaher Baibars people of
Rasafa moved to Salamieah and Hama.
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