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The Eastern Region (Euphrates Valley)

Governorate of Deir Ezzor: Cradle of the ancient man in Bakres and an-
cient history in Mari. The Sumerians settled it in the fourth Millennium B.C.
to extend their rule to the city of Mari which was later conquered by the
Accadian king Sargon 2400 BC.

Tall Bakres: datesback to the period of 6400 - 5900 B.C. It hasten layers of
housing settlements.

Al Rahba: 2 km south of the village of Mayadin, built by Nimrod son of
Kush in the second Millennium BC. Later the Abbasids rebuilt the city and
Noureddin Zanki fortifiedit inthe 12th century. TheMongol s passed through
it in the 13th and 14th centuries . Its remains are impressively poised from
afar. Some glorious sweeping views can be seen across the desert from its
ramparts.

Tarqa: 60 kmfrom Deir Ezzor builtin thethird Millennium B.C. A statue of
the Assyrian King Ninutawas found in it with atemple for Ishtar and some
clay boards.

Qarqesia:(Basira), 23km east of Deir Ezzor. It washuilt by SeleucusNicator
in 320 - 280 BC asan advanced garrison to protect Palmyra.lt was destroyed
by the Sassanian Persians 256 A.D. It has the ruins of a camp with many
towers and awall. A winged oxen statue was found in Qargesia and was
moved to Deir Ezzor museum.

Dura Europos: 93 km east of Deir Ezzor. Dura Europos was built around
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320 - 280 BC by the Seleucus Nicator |. In 256 the Sassanian Persians cap-
tured the town and destroyed it completely. Many Palmyran temples, an
agoraand baths were discovered in it.
Mari (Tall al Hariri): 123 km east of Deir Ezzor, was established by the
Sumerians between the fourth and the second Millennium BC to be sacked
later by the Babyloniansin 1759 BC.It has the remains of acomplete quar-
ter of templesand the Royal palace (300 rooms). The state archiveswhich
consist of 2500 clay tablets detailing the accounts of the Royal Palace and
administrative records of the kingdom were found in the place, including a
statue of the singer Urning, “ Goddess of the Source
Halabiye and Zalebiye:Built in 900 B.C 48 km north west of Deir Ezzor.
They lie on opposite banks of the Euphrates. They were settled by the
Assyrians. The Palmyransruled thetwo cities for along time, but the Mon-
gols destroyed them when they invaded the region. Halabiye has a three
walled fence, a citadel, and the ruins of houses and churches. In Zaabiye
thereisan Assyrian military harbor.
Tall al Muraibet: A 9500 years old village where man had built the first
roofed shelter.
Tall Sheikh Hamad: 68 km north east of Deir Ezzor. It was called Dor
Katlimo the Assyrian. It hasthe ruins of a castle, mud houses with colored
frescoes, cuneiform tablets and stone statues.
Al Dalia: dates back to the fifth millennium BC. It is located between &
Rahba and A'ana. Coinswere struck in a Dalia.

Governorate of al-Raqga:
Founded in Hellenistic times, possibly by Alexander the Great himself.
Ragga flourished in the Byzantine era an became an important fortress on
thefront linewith the Persian empire. In 772 theAbbasid Caliph Al Mansour
completely rebuilt the town endowing it with the horseshoe - shaped walls
oncelined with ahundred towersthat survivein part today. the caliphs Haroun
a Rashid and Mu'tassem built summer palacesin the town which wasknown
asd RafigaMost important partsin a Ragga are:
Al Rafigawall: ahorseshoe shaped fence built to protect thetown in caseit
isbesieged, especially the Palace of the Maidens ( Qasr el Banat) a 9th cen-
tury residence with 4 iwans and a fountain.
Ja'bar Castle: Perched onapromontory above LakeAsad,50 km froma Ragga
and 20 km from the body of the Euphrates Dam. Thefirst records of the castle
date from 1087, but when it fell to the Seleucid Sultan Malak Shah son of alb
Arslan, it was surrounded by massive

oLl lall e o5 ali 25 Lol G (L35 12,2300) SLall unilly
il By Lol Aaall Jlialy
G LS 1l s e 3l oy JLeds o 48 ol ¥ 3g Al
Dyson @l Al 5T Jsiall Layasy poc lgrle  ylarew (23900 (65531 puaal
djs.u;‘_g”,m;L..MJLnu‘z')usjluul.sjuud)ualwmjwl4..“1,4 fitia
OSens Jof olad¥I o Lggds B 95004uﬁ;)43<4_)5jm Lo rdanc madt 3
NPV
930103 s Jlocds 6 B8 e 581 5ol 555 Lgas] ISyt o ol S5
Bplecen 13 Led  angsdisle )35 e ot plll (oa sy Bl 5T L
gy Jilay
le Ligtag B ) (09 e 3Mall Jd Bwalindl CaIOU 3503 (A 9ah) Al
Al g 5L

PRI
(11 L8l 33 (052399555) Aol Bk dyes p 772 ple ppumiall Aidill Lali
Lgallas ol qrsinall ainll 1136y {umd Lo sl Ml 05yl asluall Lasdill g
Lkl yandy aluis 0l e T splias Bgiin (S 0 g tAGBI ) puaB 00
cAaell jlas Egas e gblex!
e oS /2075 801 dae o @S /50/ aa le ¥l 5 ymy dasy 1 par Aald
g boadl Gl s Ledas i oo o alill e Coyas Loy pall s s
A79 ale ey L 1y oLiSLe

outdoor defensive walls.Inside the cas-
tle, many Byzantine cemeteries dug in
stone can be found. To reach the castle
you can follow a paved road that passes
over the Euphratesdam. Inside thereisa
good restaurant and a cafeteria.

Al Rasafa: 177 km from Palmyra and
61 km from a Ragqa The Assyrians [l
caled it Recif, then it took the name of
Sergiopolis. Rasafa has the remains of ||
two churches, a basilica and many cel-
larswhichwereused, inalater time, as |*
grain silos and water cisterns. During
the rule of a Zaher Baibars people of
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