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L ocation:

Syriaislocated east of the Mediterranean with a coast of /184/
km long. It forms a connecting point anong the continents of
Asia, EuropeandAfrica. Tradeflourishedin Syriasinceold times
and tens of civilizationswere born or originated on itsland.

Administrative Divisions;

Syriaisdivided into 14 governorates: Damascus, Damascus DC. - Homs
- Hama- Aleppo - Idleb - Lattakia- Tartous - Quneitra- Daraa- Sweida
- Deir Ezzor - d Raggaand al Hasaka. Each governorateisdivided into
districts. All inall, there are 60 districts and 84 citiesin Syria.

Gettinginto Syria: By Air:

Damascus- Aleppo - a-Bassdl airports, Internal airports:
DeirEzzor- Kamishli- Palmyra- and Charter Flights.

By Land:

Turkey: Bab a-Hawa- Jarablos check points. Jordan: Dara'a- Nassib check
points. Lebanon: Jdaide- Arida- Jouseyeh Dabbouseyeh - Salameh check
points. Irag;: AboAlshamat - Abu Kamal- Ya'arobiyeh - al-Tanf check points.

By Sea:
Lattakia - Tartous sea ports

Procedures Of Entry And Residence:

(3 All visitorsto Syriashould hold apassport valid for at least six months
beyond the proposed date of entry into the country, (just an ID for Leba
nese citizens), and issued from a country recognized by Syria, stamped
with an entry visafrom the Syrian embassy or consulate in the visitor’'s
country, valid for 6 months. (Syrian expatriates and foreignerswho have
no Syrian diplomatic mission in their countries can obtain entry visas at
the border check points or Syrian ports). Entry visas usualy include the
spouse and the children under 18 years. (Arabs are not required to obtain
entry or exit visas nor sojourn permission)

(3 Foreigners who want to stay more than 15 days need to extend their so-
journ from the nearest immigration authority. Sojournisautomatically granted
to visitorswho were born in Syriaand to the Syrians' foreign spouses.

(3 Tourists who enter Syria through a licensed travel office are granted
visasfree of charge. University studentswho study in Syria, clergymen,
techniciansworking in Syria, press reporters and correspondents, mem-
bers of diplomatic missions, their families and parents, Palestinian refu-
geesand their children under 18 and other visitorswho have special con-
ditions are exempted from entry fees.

Monetary Facilities.

Foreign currency can be exchanged according to the official bulletin of
priceswhich depends on the prices of currenciesin the neighboring mar-
kets. Up to an amount US$ 5000 can be brought and taken out of Syria
without having to declare it.
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Customs Facilities:

Foreignerscan carry gifts, luggage, and their personal tools
free of any fees. Visitors can bring their private cars into
Syriabut need to have aninternational driving license and
to pay feesfor that.

Health Regulations.

(3 Visitors coming from regions of Yellow Fever should providea
vaccination certificate.

(3 Those who want to stay for more than one year should present
anegative HIV test report.

(3 Pets should be accompanied by valid health certificates (Ra-
bies vaccination reports for cats and dogs).

Accommodation:

There are more than 450 hotels of different categories:

- International hotels of 5 stars: Sheraton, Meridian, Cham
palace, Carlton, and Safir Hotels. Visitors can rent furnished
apartments in towns and chalets in the coastal region.

Catering:

A tourist can always find his preferable platein Syria. Syrian
cuisineiswell known for the diversity of its delicious foods.

Water:

Tap water is available every where and it is safe to drink. It comes

from mountainous springs after being filtered and transported to the
city. Bottled spring water is quite cheap and available every where,
including the cheapest restaurants and stalls.

Climate;

Syria has a moderate Mediterranean climate with clear distinguished four
seasons. Winter (December, January and February), Spring (March April
and May), Summer (June, July and August) and the fall ( September, Octo-
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Transportation:

Syria has a good network of roads and high ways that
link all Syrian citiesand towns. Thereisahugefleet of
modern and air conditioned buses, micro busesand taxis
that belong to several companiesasstated inthisguide.
Syrian Air flights and trains al so connect Syrian cities
according to schedules included in this guide.

Swimming:
In addition to the sea resorts and sand beaches aong the

M editerranean, there are modern cold and warm public swim-
ming poolsin the hotels, sports facilities and inside cities.

Wor ship places:

Syriais a country where worship is free for al religions - Prayers are -
waysobserved in due schedulesin mosquesand churches of different sects.

Shopping:

The sprawling souks of Aleppo and Damascus offer one of the most en-
thralling shopping experiencesof the Middle East. Commoditiesare cheap,
compared with markets of neighboring countries. Syrian handicrafts are
amost unique. Moreinformetion about shopping can befoundin thisguide.

Artsand culture:

Artistic and cultural activities run al round the year.
Every week universities, cultural centers and ateliers
in al the Syrian cities witness several activities.
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